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A new species, Oxytropis fragiliphylla Q.Wang, C.Y.Yang, X.Y.Zhu & H.Ohashi, 
is described from Xinjiang in China. 
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During our studies on Oxytropis of China, 
we discovered some specimens from 
Xinjiang which are remarkable in having 
leaves with easily deciduous leaflets. No 
species having such leaves have been known 
in China and we determined the specimens 
as representing a new species. The new spe¬ 
cies, Oxytropis fragiliphylla Q.Wang, 
C.Y.Yang, X.Y.Zhu & H.Ohashi, is named 
after its deciduous nature of leaflets. The 
new species belongs to the section Eumorpha 
Bunge of subgenus Oxytropis and is similar 
to Oxytropis coerulea (Pall.) DC. They are 
distinguished from each other as follows; 

1. Leaflets tenacious; standard lamina ellip¬ 
tic, 8-15 mm long, keel-beak 2-3 mm 

long, pod nearly sessile. 

. Oxytropis coerulea 

1. Leaflets deciduous; standard lamina or¬ 
bicular, 6-7 mm long; keel-beak ca. 1.5 

mm long; pod-stipe 2-2.5 mm long. 

. Oxytropis fragiliphylla 

Oxytropis fragiliphylla Q.Wang, C.Y. 
Yang, X.Y.Zhu & H.Ohashi, sp. nov. 

[Figs. 1-2] 


Haec species ab O. coerulea , foliis 
fragilibus, vexillo orbiculari, 6-7 mm longo, 
rostro carinae ca. 1.5 mm longo, stipite 
leguminis 2-2.5 mm longo differt. 

Holotypus: China. Xinjiang, Shanshan 
Xian, alt. 2800 m, on subalpine meadow. 
June 27, 1985. C. Y. Yang 13 (XJA). 

Acaulescent perennial green herb, 8-15 
cm tall, caudex woody, strongly branching, 
densely caespitose. Leaves fragile, 4-10 cm 
long; petioles often withered, erect; leaflets 
usually fallen, 8-12 pairs, elliptic or ovate, 
with sparse whitish hairs on both surface, 
2-5 mm long, 1-2 mm wide, petiolules ex¬ 
tremely short; stipules adnate to petioles, 
membranous, widely triangular, covered 
with dense whitish hairs. Peduncles slightly 
longer than leaves, 6-12 cm long, with 
sparse hairs; racemes capitate or oblong, 2-5 
cm long; bracts linear or narrowly subulate, 
0.7-1.5 mm long, almost as long as pedicels; 
calyx campanulate, ca. 4 mm long, with 
blackish and whitish hairs, 5-lobed, lobes 
subulate, ca 1.2 mm long, ca. 0.4 mm wide. 
Corolla purple (when dry); standard clawed, 
orbicular, 6-7 mm long, 6-7 mm wide, ta- 
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Fig. i. a. Holotype of Oxytropis fragiliphylla Q.Wang, C.Y.Yang, X.Y.Zhu & H.Ohashi. b. Inflorescences 
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Fig. 2. Flower of Oxytropis fragiliphylla Q.Wang, C.Y.Yang, X.Y.Zhu & H.Ohashi. 
st: standard (view from inside); w: wing (view from inside); k: keel-petal (view 
from outside); g: gynoecium (upper, adaxialside); c: calyx (view from outside; 
left, abaxial side); a: androecium (view from outside; upper, vexillary stamen); 
b: bract (view from outside). Voucher: holotype. Scale bar = 2 mm. 


pering to base, claw ca. 3 mm long, ca. 1 mm 
wide; wings long-clawed, lamina obovate 
5-6 mm long, ca. 1.6 mm wide, auriculate, 
auricle ca. 1 mm long, ca. 0.4 mm wide, claw 
ca. 2.6 mm long, ca. 0.2 mm wide; keel- 
petals clawed, lamina obovate, 5-5.5 mm 
long, ca. 1.5 mm wide, claw ca. 2.5 mm 
long, ca. 0.4 mm wide, slightly auriculate at 
base, auricle ca. 0.3 mm long, ca. 0.4 mm 
wide, beak ca. 1.5 mm long. Androecia 
diadelphous, ca. 6 mm long. Ovary tube-like, 
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with whitish hairs, ca. 3.6 mm long, ca. 0.8 
mm wide; style incurved, ca. 2 mm long. 
Pods narrowly ovate, 8-12 mm long, 2.5- 
4.5 mm wide, with appressed whitish hairs, 
stipe 2-2.5 mm long. FI. June-July; Fr. July. 

Other specimens examined: Xinjiang, Urumqi City, 
Houxia, alt. 2000 m, C. Y. Yang 10076, June 18 1976 
(XJA); Dabancheng Xian, alt. 1800 m, B. Wang 8306, 
June 16 1983 (XJA); Hejing Xian, Baluntai, alt. 2100 
m, July 8 1986, C. Y. Yang & al. B-20068 (XJA); 
Turpan City, July 15 1988, Xinjiang Grassland 
Investigation Team 127 (XJA). 





